A democratic society cannot support both huge prison systems 
and successful school districts. They are unable to coexist 
harmoniously. It is simply not feasible. One feeds off the 
other. Building and maintaining a vast prison system means 
school districts will have to suffer. 

Dollars earmarked for criminal justice, weather they be 
for law enforcement or corrections, should never be used to 
vigorously police and systematically incarcerate as a macro 
and constant ideology. Obviously, those who victimize deserve 
to be punished. Hut education is the key, not mindlessly 
subscribing to endless domestic wars against one's own people. 
Bankrupting the future in a futile attempt to sanitize the 
present has not made the streets safer. On the contrary, America 
leads the world in both deviance and rates of incarceration. 

Since Californians are the ones responsible for 
overwhelmingly approving three strikes in 1994, they should 
be the ones to fix it -- not the Supreme Court. Three strikes 
is purely a California problem, created by California's drug 
war mongers and prison industrialists. 

A 2004 ballot initiative is in the works to amend three 
strikes to apply to only serious crimes. The goal is not to 
set free predators and violent criminals, but to close an ugly 
chapter of California history that had both shoplifters and 
drug addicts receiving life sentences alongside murders and 

rapl Fts . 

For those of us struck out for nonserious transgressions, 
we are our only victims. While those who continue to 
dogmatically cling to the criminal justice status quo are the 
real perpetrators -- supporting injustice, no matter what the 

cost . 

EUGENE ALEXANDER DEY is a California prison inmate incarcerated 
in Lancaster State Prison. He is a freelance writer and 
represents himself on appeal as he challenges his conviction 
and sentence. 
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POLITIC*!. PlISOMOOH 

It becomes an impossible, burdensome task, to muster up any typo 
of remorse for the act which lead ee to this Institution of 
hopelessness, redundancy, and corruption. For the instant 
pseudo-offense, the absence of tangible victimization renders 
draconian punishments the actual perpetrators and people like 
■yself the unfortunate recipients of an over zealous regime. 

Sure enough, in ay distant past, I aade some serious mistakes. 
Nefarious. This was long ago, For ay transgressions I was 
required to pay a very heavy price. That price I paid. I put 
distance between my previously self -destructive behavior, leaving 
prison a better nan. I made a choice. I made a permanent break. 
I paid ey debt in full. 

The politics which fuel the system of American justice has placed 
me In a growing population of those suffering in various forms 
of political pri sonde*. The sense of being the only victim 
in the instant natter Is impossible to escape. Undemocratic 
is this wretched application of how a sovereign is able to police 
itself — defying all sense of logic and fundamental fairness. 

One's debts are never truly paid in that huge rates of 
Incarceration, America's solution to crime, have resulted in 
many of us being treated as if we have continued to commit 
criminal acts. Once a thief always a thief, even when one 
doesn't steal. Justice blinded by the heavy-hand. 

In civilised societies, ninor deviance is addressed in its proper 
context. In societies less civilized, nindless prohibitions 
are coupled with unreasonable punishments. Throughout a young 
nation's history this destructive cycle Is repeated. Eventually 
maturing, the civilized nation abendones what is obviously wrong. 
It corrects Itself in an attempt to preserve itself. 

Gulags of addiction peppering the landscape are all these prisons 
and jails. These monuments of last resort become commonplace 
In a society which embraces penaloglcal industrial isn. Society's 
trash being another man's cash. 

Eugene Alexander Dey 
2003 

EUGENE ALEXANDER DEY P-37864 
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CALIFORNIA'S THREE STRIKES: THE FIGHT CONTINUES 
By Eugene Alexander Dey 



It should surprise no one that the United States Supreme 
Court upheld the constitutionality of sending shoplifters to 
prison for life. 

I am one of over 4,000 nonviolent inmates sentenced under 
the heavy-hand of California's three strikes sentencing law. 
All across the state, for those of us similarly situated, our 
families and supporters had hoped for a favorable ruling in. 
Lockyer v. Andrade and Ewing v. California . 

On March 5, 2003, a sharply divided Supreme Court held 
in a 5 to 4 decision that sending petty theft offenders to prison 
for life did not violate the 8th Amendment's ban against cruel 
and unusual punishment. 

A nonviolent third strike covers a lot of ground. In 
California, a three strikes sentence can be given for "any" 
felony if one has two or more serious or violent priors. It 
does not matter how long ago these convictions occurred, or 
how minor the instant offense. Of the 26 states and the federal 
governments who have a form of three strikes on their books, 
California stands alone in the "any" felony distinction. 

Regardless of what the proponents of three strikes profess, 
it should not take a Supreme court debate to illustrate the 
fundamental unfairness of giving someone a life sentence for 
a crime which usually carries a sentence of a couple of years. 
But apparently it does. And obviously the nation's highest 
court will continue to give states strong deference to do as 
they please in criminal justice matters, no matter how outrageous 
or .extreme the consequences. 



court in California, and the CDC as well. Additionally, gf 
California* s fixation with incarceration has over 29,000 foreign 
nationals confined in the state prison system. Included is 
a chapter on INS detainers, and the procedures which govern 

such matters. 

Chapters covering the AEDPA and PLRA contain some, but 
by no means all, of the voluminous decisions coming down from 
the U.S. Court of Apeals, and the O.S. Supreme Court. Due to 
the hasty manner in which Congress put these 
politically-motivated laws together, the various procedures, 
rules, and deadlines associated with these laws have resulted 
in much litigation — with many precedents yet to come. However, 
for a veteran prisoner pro se litigant, the Handbook is a 
well-received update. For a would-be institutional activist, 
the Handbook is "mandatory" reading. For all others, they ought 
to check it out anyways. 




To order the California State Pri soner's Handbook send 
$40 (prisoner-only subsidized price) to; Prison Law Office, 
General Delivery, San Quentin, California 94964. The price 
covers shipping and handling. The non-prisoner price is $160, 
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Over and over I replay in my mind the sequence of events which 
lead me to this existence. Haunted by my memories. Motivated 
by fate ... my doomsday dill 
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Infinitely sad as I make my way in this world within a world. 
The day-in day-out routines systematically unfold before me, 
constantly reminding me of my failures. Concrete and steel, 
enveloping me, becoming part of me, staring holes into my soul. 

How many times have I made this trip into myself. The 
repetitions of duplication weighing heavy on my heart. They 
leave me wondering, hypothesizing, and rationalizing — with 
no answers in sight. I become an amalgam of psycho- social 
disadvantages. Unable to shake the ghosts from my past. Forced 
to dance that dance again. Trying to desperately keep in touch. 

This latest excursion has taken me on a frightening ride 
ever- so- closer towards that point -of -no- return. Permanent 
departures. Frightening. Frightening for you, if you are me. 
Too young to die. 

Wondering if, perhaps, in my infinite stupidity, having failed 
to realize — am I already dead? It Is as if, in my post-mortem 
stubbornness, I walk among the living. Oblivious. A shell 
of what once was. Alive but entombed nonetheless. 

Consumed by one's circular pursuits. Buried alive deep inside 
oneself . . . left all alone. How could you do this to me again? 

Eugene Alexander Dey 
2003 



Christian Science Monitor Thursday, April 22, 1999 Y 
March 11, 1994 

Three Strikes: A View From Inside 
Eugene Dey is serving a 1 2 years at Soledad State Prison 

As an inmate in Soledad State Prison, I have a unique view of 
California's crime problem - of convicted criminals serving their 
sentences. I see fear, confusion and anger on some faces because 
of the proposed "three strikes and you're out" law. Many inmates 
realize continued criminal behavior will no longer be tolerated: 
society will punish them with a mandatory life sentence. 

I think mandatory life sentences are both good and bad. Violent 
criminals do the worst damage to society; their victims suffer long- 
term effects. Three violent felonies is more than enough damage for 
any one person to commit, myself included. 

My argument againsat the proposal is this: If California lawmakers 
feel compelled to send career criminals away for life, then they have 
a greater responsibility to include prevention in their get-tough 
legislation. I hear a lot of "tough talk" from politicians, but very little 
about early helping those individuals who later commit crimes. 

Government spends up to $30,000 a year to incarcerate an adult. 
It costs about $5,000 a year to send a child to school. The get-tough 
legislation ignores education; its effect will further the spending gap 
between inmate and student. If "three strikes" does pass, more and 
more students of today will become the inmates of tomorrow. 
Education will fall through a lack of funds. 

Six percent of the criminals commit 70 percent of violent crime. 
The new law that will focus on 6 percent of the criminals is not going 
to solve California's complex and seemingly out-of-control crime 
problem. In the last 15 years California has more than doubled its 
number of prisons. Yet crime continues to soar. 

Instead of thinking through some feasible solutions to California's 
huge problem, our leaders, in a bipartisan panic, have joined forces 
to pass "three strikes and you're out" to placate voters. The authors 
of this legislation, and the politicians that support it, are either lying 
or self-deceived if they believe their get-tough legislation will 
genuinely reduce crime. Actually, this a short-term appeasement for 
a long-term problem. 

I am a firm believer in education as a catalyst to rehabilitation. 
Education is the key to fixing society's problems. I am against only 
revamping California's criminal laws while education is ignored. For 



CALIFORNIA STATE PRISONER'S HANDBOOK 
Third Edition (July 2001 ) 
By Steven Pama, Heather McKay, Michael R. Snedeker, 
James P. Smith * the Prison Law Office 

Reviewed by Eugene Alexander Dey 



n 



Almost immediately after the 2nd edition went into print, 
the California State Pri soner's Handbook was rendered obsolete. 
Throughout the 1990s, a myriad of heavy-handed state and federal 
laws resulted in a wholesale change in the manner in which the 
American criminal justice system would address crime and 
punishment. For a California prisoner there is no better single 
source of legal information than the Handbook's 3rd edition, 
which was published in July of 2001. 

With the passage of three strikes in 1994, the repeal of 
the Inmate Bill of Rights in 1995, the O.S. Congress passing 
Into law the Antiterrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act 
(AEDPAJ and the Prisoner Litigation Reform Act (PLRA) in 1996, 
California state prisoners are too often in the disadvantageous 
position of trying to litigate In pro se a wide-range of criminal 
and prison condition issues. And having to do so without the 

benefit of any significant legal assistance or up-to-date and 
on-point legal authorities. 

Thus, the Handbook's 17 completely revised chapters are 
an invaluable starting point If one endeavors to seek justice 
and/or relief. This book is a California prisoner's must-have 
if they are in any way "active" in their demand to be treated 
within the parameters of the law. 

The veteran attorneys at San Quentin's Prison Law Office 
have kept the language simple, and each chapter is a fully 
footnoted resource in and of itself. These chapters are also 
supplemented with sample forms from every state and federal 
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